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SOME STATISTICS RELATED TO SCHOOL & HIGHER EDUCATION

Source: 

Annual School Census of Sri Lanka, Ministry of Education

Performance of Candidates, Department of Examinations, Sri Lanka

University Statistics, Management Information Systems Division of UGC 

*Number of students expected to be 

admitted for Year 2022



NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES 
QUALIFIED AND 
SELECTED FOR 
UNDERGRADUATE 
COURSES IN HIGHER 
EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS (HEIs): 
2021



Academic Stream
Student 
Intake 

2018/2019 

Student 
Intake 

2019/2020 

Additional 
Student 
Intake 

2019/2020

Increased %
(From 2018 

to 2019)

Student 
Intake 

2020/2021

Medicine, Dental & 
Vet

1660 2214 554 33% 2308

Engineering & Arch. 2443 3253 810 33% 3214

Science, Agri , Allied & 
Ind. Med.

9770 13780 4010 41% 15240

Technology 2305 3407 1102 48% 3565
Law 370 496 126 34% 507
Management 6155 8087 1932 31% 8112
Arts 9481 10996 1515 16% 10981
Total 32184 42233 10049 31% 43927

DETAILS OF HISTORICAL  EXPANTION OF 
UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS



UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT (2021)

Source: University Statistics 2021 



No. of Schools Percentage (%)

Total no. of schools with A/L classes 2952

Schools having the Science Stream 1011 34.25

Schools not having the Science 
Stream 1941 65.75

SCHOOLS WITH GCE A/L CLASSES

Source: Annual School Census of Sri Lanka, 
Summary Report -2021, Ministry of Education



STUDENTS STUDYING 
IN THE ARTS STREAM 
WHO HAVE PERFORMED 
EXCEPTIONALLY WELL 
AT THE GCE (O/L) 
EXAMINATION
YEAR : A/L 2022 O/L 2019 

Source: Department of Examinations 



GRADUATE EMPLOYABILITY
(After final results released within three months)
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ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW UNIVERSITIES /  FACULTIES / 
DEPARTMENTS  AND DEGREE PROGRAMMES

2020 2021 2022 2023
to date Total

Universities 1 1 - - 02

Faculties 4 7 2 2 15

Departments 9 22 12 20 63

Undergraduate  Degree 27 20 18 7 72

Postgraduate Degrees 36 24 30 5 95

External Degree - 7 1 1 09



EXPEDITE 
UNIVERSITY 
ADMISSIONS 

10,049 increase in student intake 
for 2019/2020

1

Higher percentages of increase to STEM 
courses

2

Cut -off marks based on G.C.E.A/L 2021 
released within 2 ½ months
Before It was taken 12 months

3

Two  (02 ) diploma  courses  for  the  new  entrants
ÅInformation Technology 
ÅEnglish Language

4



CHANGES MADE TO 
UNIVERSITY 
ADMISSION POLICIES 
AND PRACTICES

Joint Initiative by UGC and NEC 
introducing recommendation for 
reforms in university admission 
policy and practices:

1. Cabinet  decision  to  release  the  minimum  
cut -off  marks  for  university  admission  before  
releasing  the  re-scrutiny  results  of  the  G.C.E. 
(Advanced  Level)  Examination .

2.  To expedite  the  process  of  releasing  the  cut -
off  marks ;

ÅUGC signed  two  MoUs  with  the  
Department  for  Registration  of  Persons  and  
the  Election  Commission  of  Sri Lanka

Åa system   was  developed  in  collaboration  
with  the  Department  of  Examination  and  
Ministry  of  Education  was  used  to  verify  the  
schooling  details  of  the  school  candidates .



Online education system in place through Lanka Education and Research Network (LEARN)

INTRODUCTION OF ONLINE EDUCATION SYSTEM



SHORTAGE OF SOFTWARE ENGINEERS 
IN THE SRI LANKAN MARKET

ÅAnnually 10,000 students selected to  enroll for the software 
engineering degree course offered by the The Open University of Sri 
Lanka

Å2500 students already enrolled as the first step.



ESTABLISHMENT OF IT DEPARTMENTS TO 
INCREASE THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

SKILLS OF STUDENTS IN HUMANITIES AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES FACULTIES. 

Ability  for  the  students  to  obtain  IT diploma  as an  
additional  qualification  with  the  program  developed  
under  the  Future  Careers  Bridge  platform  of  the  
SLASSCOM


